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Multilateral Environmental Agreements 

 Bilateral treaties: which involve agreements by two countries; 

dealt for example with water or birds 

 

 Multilateral treaties: which involve agreements by three or more 

countries and perhaps one or several international organizations; 

dealt with climate change, waste, …etc 

Basel Convention Rotterdam Convention Stockholm Convention 



Introduction: 

 Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) : 

        - POPs are organic (carbon-based) compounds that include synthesized    

            substances (i.e. pesticides) 

         -  POPS are Toxic, causing (adverse health effects, such as birth defects,     

            damage to immune and respiratory systems, and critical organs. Hormone system  

            dysfunction) 

         - POPs are ENVIRONMENTALLY PERSISTENT 

         - POPs resist breakdown in water but they are lipophilic 

         - POPs are semi-volatile and thus are capable of TRAVELLING GREAT  

           DISTANCES  

       



Dirty Dozen: 

 12 POPs (coined the "Dirty Dozen” by UNEP) 

 These 12 chemicals include: 

   -  Eight pesticides (aldrin, chlordane, DDT, dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor, mirex, and 

toxaphene); 

   -  Two industrial chemicals (polychlorinated biphenyls and hexachlorobenzene);  

   -  Two unintended by-products( dioxins and furans) 

•  POPs Classifications: 

 

   (1) intentionally produced, such as pesticides, insecticides, fungicides;..etc  

   (2) produced intentionally and whose use is restricted to disease vector control, for  

        example DDT for control of  malaria; 

   (3) produced and released unintentionally as the result of  human activity. The latter  

        category includes dioxins, furans, dioxin-like PCBs, and hexachlorobenzene, that  

        are generated primarily as by-products of  incomplete combustion. 



POPs Half-life time: 



12 POPs Trade Names 



Chemicals in Market? 



International Conventions 

Convention Scope 
Entry into 

force 

Parties 

Sept 2009 

Basel 
Transboundary movement of  

hazardous wastes and their 

disposal  

May 1992 172 

Rotterdam 

Prior informed consent 

procedure for hazardous 

chemicals & pesticides in 

international trade  

February 2004 130 

Stockholm Persistent organic pollutants May 2004 166 



Stockholm Convention 

 

OBJECTIVE 

 

 To protect human health and the environment from the harmful impacts 
of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) 

 

HOW 

 eliminate production and use of intentionally produced POPs  

 minimize and where feasible eliminate releases of unintentionally 
produced POPs 

 clean-up old stockpiles and equipment containing POPs 

 support the transition to safer alternatives 

 target additional POPs for action 

 

 



Stockholm Convention status of  ratification  



Basel Convention 

OBJECTIVE 

 Reduce transboundary movement of hazardous wastes to a minimum 

consistent with their environmentally sound management 

 

 Dispose of hazardous wastes as close as possible to their source of generation 

 

 Minimize generation of hazardous wastes in terms of quantity and degree of 

hazard. 



Rotterdam Convention 

OBJECTIVE 

 

 to promote shared responsibility and cooperative efforts among Parties in the 

international trade of certain hazardous chemicals in order to protect human 

health and the environment from potential harm;  

 

 to contribute to the environmentally sound use of those hazardous chemicals, 

by facilitating information exchange about their characteristics, by providing 

for a national decision-making process on their import and export and by 

disseminating these decisions to Parties.  

 

 



The 3 Conventions Scope & Coverage 

 Basel covers hazardous wastes that are explosive, flammable, poisonous, 

infectious, corrosive, toxic or ecotoxic. 

 Rotterdam covers 22 pesticides and certain formulations of  others, plus 9 

industrial chemicals. 

 Stockholm covers 9 pesticides, and 3 industrial chemicals and by-products. 

 Most POPs  are covered by all three Conventions. 

 Many pesticides are subject to the three conventions.  

 Evaluating/regulating new and existing chemicals (RC & SC)  

 Import/export controls (BC, RC, SC)  

 Waste management (BC & SC)  

 Hazard communication (BC, RC, SC)  

 Replacement (SC)  

 Environmental releases (SC) 


